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How can it possibly be October already? Crazy to think that its less than 12 weeks 
ll Christmas…..  

It’s been a year full of twists and turns, that’s for sure. 
 

A*er our late August AGM, and September mee
ng  elec
ons, I have remained in the posi
on of President of 

the Port Vincent Progress Associa
on.  I thank the commi/ee and the community for con
nuing to entrust me 

with this role. 
 

The PVPA have been very pleased to see lots of ac
on happening in the Ins
tute, with the pain
ng of the supper 

room and kitchen complete, and the kitchen cabinetry installed, leaving only the flooring & appliance installa
on 

and final finishes to complete over the next month. It will be so wonderful to share the fresh new look with the   

community. 
 

The PVPA were successful in their applica
on for a community grant through the Yorke Peninsula Council for 

$4,000 to upgrade Correll Park, with plans to install a sculptural memorial piece.  Also exci
ng 
mes looming 

ahead with the Water Tower Mural to hopefully be completed prior to Christmas. 
 

As announced in last month’s newsle/er, the annual Gala Day, held on New Year’s Day, has been cancelled for 

2021, along with many other events across the state.  This decision was not made lightly, and we understand the 

disappointment felt by community members with this event not proceeding. As with many others, these are 

community fundraising events, and the funds usually raised will be missed in the coming year, and ahead.  

We are hopeful that our Gala Day will be back in 2022. 
 

As always, there is plenty happening behind the scenes of the PVPA – Please contact us regarding anything      

related to Port Vincent, and we will do our best to assist or direct your enquiry to the right person. 

The Port Vincent Progress Associa
on are here for you. 

 

Regards  - PVPA President  - Michelle Twel7ree             

Port Vincent Progress Associa8on 
Web Address: www.portvincent.org.au 

 

   Secretary :  portvincentprogress@gmail.com     President / Vice:   pvpapresident@gmail.com 

   Treasurer:   pvpatownoffice@gmail.com      Community Events:  pvpaevents@gmail.com 
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          Editor’s Comments 
 

Thanks to your contribu
ons, the October edi
on of the A Focal Point is full of interes
ng ar
cles that 

showcase the many fantas
c things happening in and around our town.   
 

Walking on the wharf one evening around 6 weeks ago, I no
ced two men working on some “new”        

equipment. I asked a couple of ques
ons (those who know me will tell you, I ALWAYS ask a LOT of       

ques
ons), and I learned a lot from what they shared about their work. Thank you to these two men, Perry 

Woodward and Greg Pearce, for emailing through informa
on about their use of quite advanced          

technology to research and record 
de 
mes, etc. I have collated this informa
on in an ar
cle on Pages 14 

and 15 which I hope you find to be as interes
ng as I did. 
 

Elinor Alexander has emailed me a link to a web-site about another Port Vincent—”This delighJul website of the 'Village of Port 

Vincent', located in Louisiana, came up when Googling. Nice to think there are others out there”. 

h/ps://portvincent-la.gov/about/  

The Village of Port Vincent (Louisiana) sits serenely on the beau
ful Amite River, which divides the parishes of Livingston and 

Ascension. Their popula
on was 741 at the 2010 census.  Their website states “The strongest appeal of the village is the beau
ful 

riverfront loca
on. On any given day, sportsmen can be spo/ed travelling the river. Many of these boaters have made Port      

Vincent either their “home port” or their “port of call”.”  I think most will agree that Port Vincent’s bay was also the “drawcard” 

for holidaying and se/ling here!  Seeing this informa
on made me think about “sister ci
es”, and how interes
ng it would be to 

share our informa
on with another town which bears the same name.  Adelaide’s sister ci
es are Aus
n—USA, Christchurch—

NZ, George Town—Malaysia, Himeji—Japan, and Qingdoo—China.  Another quote from the above web-site stated:  “Along with 

new businesses opening in the community, there are some that have been here for many years”.  My thoughts then turned to 

the ar
cle on Page 5, which has a farewell message from Charmaine and David Shearer.  Charmaine and David have served our 

community for many years, and it is extremely sad to know that they will be closing their business in November. 
 

Your Progress Commi/ee has con
nued to follow up on the slip lane/le* hand merge lane for the corner of St Vincent Highway 

and Lime Kiln Road.  Unfortunately the latest response from Minister Wingard indicated that he has rejected our proposal.  The 

intersec
on is apparently not considered a “black spot” for accidents.  It is good news that no lives have been lost at this         

intersec
on in the past, but we need to ensure that no accidents occur in the future!  Can you help?  If you have had a “near 

miss” turning le* into Lime Kiln Road, could you please email the specific details, that is date/
me/type of vehicle          

to: afocalpoint2@gmail.com   

Your Progress Commi/ee will endeavour to compile a list of these incidents, and will con
nue to “push” for a merge lane, to  

ensure the safety of our residents. 
 

Page 21 has an ar
cle which reminds us of the devasta
ng bushfire season we experienced last year.  It is a 
mely reminder to 

begin preparing for the upcoming season—our local bushfire season officially starts on 1st November.  Download the Get        

Prepared App | Australian Red Cross  h/ps://www.redcross.org.au/get-help/emergencies/preparing-for-emergencies/get-prepared-app  
 

We welcome the ar
cle from the Friends of Windara Reef on Page 7.  This is an amazing project, and we hope to see further    

ar
cles from them over the coming months. 
 

You s
ll have 
me to give your opinion regarding the 2020 Gala Day.  I urge you to complete the survey online using the          

following link:  h/ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K6Q6G8Y  

 
 

DIARY DATES 

Please refer to the Calendar on Page 20 for regular mee8ngs and church services 

 

3rd Oct - Sausage Sizzle—St Neot’s Garden Commi/ee 

3rd Oct - Wine Down at Barley Stacks Wines—refer Page 9 

3rd Oct - Stansbury Seaside Markets 

3rd Oct        - Trash ‘N Treasure  - every Saturday at  St Neot’s 

4th Oct - Wine Down at Barley Stacks Wines—refer Page 9 

8th Oct        - SACWA Mee
ng at Senior Ci
zens Hall 

16th Oct      - World Spine Day 

9th Nov - U3AYP AGM—details on Page 18 

  

ARTICLES TO LOOK FOR IN THIS EDITION: 

Page 3   —  New councillor for Gum Flat Ward 

Page 5         —  Our Coastguard Keeping Us Safe! 

Page 5  —  Closing Down Sale—Pt Vincent Hardware 

Page 10  —  Blue Bush Ac
vi
es 

Page 11  —  Mr Victor Wheare is honoured for service  

Page 12&23—  COVID-19 challenges 

Page 14       —  Tracking Tidal Movement 

Page 16  —   SYP Childcare Survey Responses 

Page 17  —   Where are they bi
ng??? 

Page 18  —   U3AYP News 

Page 20  —   Proposed Seaweed Cul
va
on 

Page 22  —   Fun at the Bowls Club! 
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                     THE  SOUTH  AUSTRALIAN  COUNTRY  WOMEN’S  ASSOCIATION  INC 

Port Vincent Branch 
 
 

 

We were joined at the September mee
ng by Kirsty Dinnison from Minlaton branch, and Barbara Bu[ield and Helen 

Hean from Curramulka Branch. 

 

Before we got down to business, Penny MacKenzie from the RAA tested our knowledge of the South Australian road 

rules with a quiz, where our responses were compared with those of other par
cipants. We scored about average with 

previous par
cipants, but we all learned something. 

 

Deliveries for our Pre-ordered Bake Sale were made on Saturday 12th September; the same day as the very successful 

statewide Trading Table Trail.  Thanks, again to those who ordered our delicious baked goods.  Your orders will            

contribute towards the running expenses of SACWA, and help make up the usual annual takings from the Country Café at 

the cancelled Royal Adelaide Show.  

 

Our SACWA Marke
ng Commi/ee is working hard to find innova
ve ways to make up the deficit and keep our wonderful 

organisa
on going to improve the lives of South Australian women, children and families.  Informa
on about their      

various enterprises is available on the SACWA facebook page and on Instagram.        

 

The next mee
ng will be held on Thursday 8th October at the Senior Ci
zens Hall.  Visitors are always welcome at 

mee
ngs and func
ons.   

 

For more informa
on call President Kathleen Smith on 

0428 746 018 or Secretary Helen Joraslafsky on 

0419 001 420.   
 

Helen Joraslafsky   

Branch Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Right:  Penny MacKenzie, RAA, Road Rules quiz  

 

LeAer from Trevor Clerke—Candidate for Gum Flat Ward By Elec8on 
 

 

I wish to congratulate Michael Murdock on winning the elec
on, and wish him all the best in his endeavors  in 

Council over the next period un
l the next elec
ons. I was surprised at the level of non par
cipa
on of so many 

electors. Out of a total of 2522 electors, only 1204 returns were received. That is 47.7% out of 100%. I know it 

was a non compulsory vote , but it showed that 50% do not care enough. So next elec
on please support the   

candidates who put themselves out for your benefit, by vo
ng. We know only some will be elected, as per the 

number required, but if you wish to have a great choice of candidates of all types of backgrounds and                

experiences, as there was this 
me, please vote. 

 

 

Thanks to all 

Trevor Clerke 



4 

 

Residential Sales - Rural Sales - Market Appraisals  

Valuations - Property Management  
 

“The Grainstore” 5 Main Street  

Port Vincent SA 5581  

PH: 08 8853 7018 or 88537383  

Email: admin.yp@eldersrealestate.com.au  

 
Carolyn & Ian 

 
Also Specialising in: 

 
Lounge Suites and Other 

 Upholstery 
 

We travel anywhere 
 

Phone 0428 858 759  
or  

8821 3165 

 
www.ypcarpet.com.au 

Pt. Vincent Water Tower Mural—Update 
 
 
 

It’s ge_ng closer  to the Port Vincent water tower mural being  painted.  We have a few hurdles to jump yet, but we are hoping to  

invite you all TO COME and WATCH the PAINT DRY over a 2 week period... So watch this space, no
ce boards and the PV Facebook 

page for confirma
on. 
 

The images to be painted by SA Ar
sts Joel Van Moore and Elizabeth Close are based on over 500 responses from the community, from 

early 2020, and will be a combina
on of agriculture and beach, ocean life and history.  In essence, what Port Vincent means to you. 
 

The proposed story boards near the water tower are moving forward, and will provide an interac
ve history of water in Port Vincent 

which will link to the school  curriculum to encourage learning about our special town.  We encourage visitors to bring a mobile phone 

to access extra informa
on about the history of the town from the embedded codes on the story boards. 
 

We are 'dipping our toes in the water' through plans to arrange walking tours, and hope to gain a grant to train some keen Port        

Vincentonians to become tour guides for the town, the waterfront and the water tower. So please watch this space as we hope to shed 

more light on this soon. 
 

Please note the funding for the above project is based on FRRR Federal grant funding and  SA Water sponsorship, and does not come 

from funds rela�ng to the community coffers. 
 

We have had offers of dona
ons from the community, but have not accepted these, due to the YP Bushfires and Covid.   

Thankyou to those who have offered dona�ons, however we are pleased to be able to source funding as above. 
 

Some of you may have seen that water towers in the YP southern bushfire impacted towns have been offered grants to commence 

their own water tower murals, so this 
me next year there may be up to 5 spectacular Water Tower Murals, with Port Vincent  as  the 

gateway to Southern Yorkes.  This project hopes to en
ce thousands more new and returning visitors to our Peninsula, with many 

wan
ng to se/le permanently, and all bringing much needed interest and spending to the local community. 
 

The mural is crea
ng a lot of interest—ABC radio, South Aussie with Cozzie, Adelaidy to visit, Gulf FM, and as always, ongoing support 

from the fabulous team at the YP Times. Once completed, the mural will be on the Silo art trail - website link / SA Tourism to be added, 

and of course, the facebook page (see link), with drone footage video posted, offering very unique viewing. 
 

Please ask your friends and family to follow this page in the weeks to come. 

h/ps://www.facebook.com/Port-Vincent-Water-Tower-Mural-101224901648440/  
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SAF10 REPORT—OCTOBER 2020 
 

 
 

 

 

My apologies to the readers of A Focal Point. One of my bad habits is to use acronyms thinking that everyone 

knows what I am talking about. I was reminded by one of our members that I used the acronym SAREX in my 

September Focal Point ar
cle. It means Search and Rescue Exercise, and is carried out yearly.  

 

A*er a quiet winter, spring has delivered us three assists and plenty of training. 

Seahound responded to a call out at Ardrossan where a boat with two people on board was towed back to port. 

At Port Vincent, an assist was issued for a boat with two people on board.  

 

The third assist was an unusual one. I suppose it is one’s worst nightmare. Our flo
lla received a call from the 

police saying two people were in the water, and a boat was going around in circles. Seahound was dispatched to 

Black Point, but was stood down. Two other boats came to the assistance of the people and retrieved the boat. 

Thank you to those who provided that assistance. To our knowledge, everything was okay. 

 

Earlier this month, our training session concentrated on prac
sing a search pa/ern. Three vessels par
cipated, 

including Orontes Star. This gave us a chance to learn new skills, and for others to brush off the cobwebs. It’s 

amazing how rusty one can become when not using the skills learnt. 

 

More recently, STCO (Squadron Training Commodore) Brenda Hermsen delivered CPR and First Aid training to 

members.    

 

 

 

Keep Safe 

DFC Geraldine McAskill 

 

A letter to the Local and the Wider Community from Port Vincent Hardware 
 

Port Vincent Hardware has, unfortunately for us and the community, been unable to secure a 
buyer for the business, and as a result we will be closing down by the end of November 2020.  

  
We are grateful for, and thank all of our customers for their support over the past 10 years, and 
invite you to benefit by attending our closing down sale, which will commence on a date to be 

announced.   
 

                             Flyers will be distributed via a letter box drop. 
 

 

                                     Sincerely, 
                                   David & Charmaine Shearer  
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              ST NEOT’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
              (Ministry District of Yorke Peninsula) 
 

      Pam Biggs   

        Phone:  8853 7340 

 

Another exci
ng month ahead, star
ng with the long weekend  October 3 /4:- 

3rd a community garden fundraiser with a Sausage sizzle from 10.30am at St. Neot’s. See posters at church and around 

the town. 

4th October at 3p.m. A Blessing of Pets to be held at the Harry Butler Reserve at Minlaton.  All welcome.   Pet Lovers, 

the blessings by Father Andrew Lang. Maisey and Molly, the beagles, will lead the charge from Pt. Vincent.  Watch for 

further no
ces at church door and around town. 
 

Trash/ Treasure has been going strong, and there is plenty of stock to browse through in a Covid safe environment.   

Welcome all. 

When out on your walk, pass St. Neot’s to stop and see the changes happening in the backyard, as the garden is star
ng 

to take shape. It’s an exci
ng 
me for our community.  
 

CHURCH DATES FOR OCTOBER:- 
 

Trash/Treasure 9.30am - 12.30pm. Every Saturday morning. 

11th Oct 11am.......MORNING PRAYER .....with Pam 

25th Oct 11am.......HOLY COMMUNION.....with Rev. Anne Ford. 

All are Welcome. 

ONLY PASSING THROUGH 
 

There’s no rainbow, 
l a*er the rain. 

No joy of childbirth, 
l a*er the labour pain. 

There’s no harvest to celebrate, 
l the farmer leaves his sweat in the fields. 

So with pa
ence face your test, in 
me you’ll know the joy it yields. 

Jesus only passed through the tomb on His way to set us free. 

Hold fast with assurance and hope. Your trial and test will not last 

Cause you’re only passing through on your way to victory. 
 

“He has begoAen us again unto a lively hope, an inheritance incorrup8ble, Reserved in heaven.”    1Peter 1:3-5 

 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

 

PROPERTY SUPERVISOR  

 

Country Getaways Holiday Rentals manages over 200 self contained proper
es throughout Yorke Peninsula. 

Due to our ongoing expansion or rentals, we seek addi
onal PROPERTY SUPERVISORS who are/can: 

• Present our proper
es ready for the next guest 

• Have an eye for detail 

• Be self-mo
vated, organised and have an email address 

• 10-20 hours per week (seasonal work); you can be as busy as you want to be 
 

Must live in or near Port Vincent or Black Point area 
 

AND/OR 

Someone to assist OR dedicated to PORT VINCENT SEASIDE APARTMENTS (opposite playground) 

• Suit husband/wife team or a team of 2 looking for regular income 

• 8-25 hours per week (seasonal) 

• Training available 

(Does not include linen washing) 

 

For a posi
on descrip
on or further informa
on, email bookings@countrygetaways.com.au  

or phone:  8832 2623 or 0408-825591 
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Friends of Windara Reef help restore shellfish reefs in Gulf St Vincent 
  

Friends of Windara Reef formed in 2019 to be champions of Windara Reef, advoca
ng to all stakeholders the benefits of 

Windara Reef and how it can be looked a*er. 

  

Windara Reef is the largest shellfish reef restora
on project ever a/empted in Australia. Using proven methods of        

restoring lost shellfish reefs in southern Australia, The Nature Conservancy, along with project partners the Australian    

Government (through its Na
onal Stronger Regions Fund), South Australian Government, Yorke Peninsula Council and the 

University of Adelaide, created Windara Reef off Rogues Point, in the Gulf St Vincent. As a result, all the social, economic 

and environmental benefits of shellfish reefs — like more fish, cleaner water and increased biodiversity – are bouncing 

back. 

  

The word ‘Windara’ is the Narungga (tradi
onally spelled Nharangga) name for the eastern area of the Yorke Peninsula  

Region. Narungga was made up of four clans which shared the Guuranda (Yorke Peninsula), separated into Kurnara in the 

north of the peninsula, Dilpa in the south, Wari in the west and Windara in the east. 

  

Windara Reef has been built in two phases that involved crea
ng a limestone reef seeded with Australian Flat Oysters. 

The first four-hectare reef was delivered by Primary Industries and Regions South Australia (PIRSA) in June 2017, and the 

Nature Conservancy expanded the reef up to 20 hectares in October 2018. Over seven million oysters were deployed onto 

the limestone reefs in 2019. 

  

Over the weekend of the 14
th

 and 15
th

 September 2019, 21 volunteers from Friends of Windara Reef were involved in a 

working bee to bag oyster shell, bagging 400 bags in total which equates to 9 tonne in weight! The shells came from Coffin 

Bay oyster farms, and would have otherwise gone into landfill. They were cured in the sun for over two years to ensure no 

biosecurity risks and were also high pressure cleaned. The bags of recycled shell went to the SARDI hatchery where baby 

oysters se/led onto them before they were placed onto the reef in November 2019. 

  

Restoring this reef is cri
cal to improve marine biodiversity, fish produc
on and water quality in the Gulf. The project will 

result in economic and social benefit to the nearby communi
es of Yorke Peninsula through the crea
on of new jobs,    

increased aquaculture, ecotourism and recrea
onal fishing opportuni
es, as well as new volunteering and community   

educa
on programs. 

  

The reef is already showing promising indicators that it is on track to be a success, but it’s s
ll early days yet where         

colonising species like sponges and algae are dominant. However, schools of leather jackets, the occasional weedy 

whi
ng, snapper, cu/lefish, scallops and many different species of crabs are being seen. The project’s scien
fic surveys 

also confirmed oysters are surviving, with wild oyster recruitment on the newly built limestone reefs.  This wild              

recruitment will support hatchery reared oyster deployments, improving the long-term sustainability of the reef. It is    

expected the reef will develop to a fully-func
oning ecosystem over 7 years. 

 

 

The Friends of Windara Reef aim to be involved in all aspects of the reef’s        

development and sustainability, for example:- 

 

-          Building the reef (e.g. oyster shell prepara
on and Oyster Gardening) 

-          Monitoring the reef (e.g. water quality tes
ng and species surveys) 

-          Expanding the reef (e.g. Oyster Watch - surveying for new loca
ons to 

 build  reefs) 

-          Protec
ng the reef (e.g. educa
ng on boa
ng and fishing requirements) 

-          Promo
ng the reef (e.g. events) 

-          Educa
ng about the reef (e.g. providing opportuni
es for people to learn 

 about the reef) 

  

 

 

If you would like to know more about, or become involved with the group, please do not hesitate to contact 

Friends of Windara Reef email friendsofwindarareef@gmail.com. Further informa8on can be found at  

hAps://friendsofwindarareef.org.au/  
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BEACHSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
 

Beachside Christian Church, Tuckerway  Hostel, Lime Kiln Road, Port Vincent  
  

Service commences at 10:00 am each Sunday. 
 

Come along with your family and friends to be part of a growing congregation. 

 

The message each Sunday will be relevant to your needs in this ever-changing world.  

                                                                                                                                                                              

                           A time for healing ministry will also be available as required. 

 
“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid;  do not be discouraged,  

for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go”  Joshua 1:9 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Max and Elaine Pannell 0408 806 640 

Janice Harris   0418 374 420   
 

 
 



9 

 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE INDUSTRY 

 

• POLY TANK REPAIRS 
 

• NEW HOMES AND ADDITIONS 
 

• KITCHEN, BATHROOM OR LAUNDRY  

 RENOVATIONS 
 

• MAINTENANCE 
 

• WATER SERVICE REPLACEMENT 
 

• GAS REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 
 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                              

 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SALTER QUALITY KITCHENS 

 
Specialising in: 

Modern Kitchens, Wardrobes, 
Vanities, Storage Units 

Sold timber work ie Bars 
 
 

Phone Nathan  
0427 405 023 

 
For a free quote 

 

BLUE BUSH NOTES 
 

August 24 - On a cloudy winter's day, 10 members a/ended the local church hall for our mee
ng day. The Gree
ng Song 

was sung and minutes read. Members then enjoyed some stretching exercises, with bands and ball exercises to warm up 

the hands, and lots of talking and laughing to add to the fun of the day. 
 

With morning teas in hand, we organised the next mee
ng. It was decided to travel to Port Julia Community Hall to 

watch a DVD and enjoy some fellowship. 
 

Members were also informed that Lyn and Marilyn are now COVID-19 Marshals for the club. We also talked about public 

liability insurance. 
 

Our ac
vity for the day was a "Show and Tell Something Special about Ourselves".  Lots of interes
ng things were       

presented. A lovely 
me spent ge_ng to know each other even more.  Lunch was chicken pa_es served with mashed 

potatoes, peas and gravy, with jellied fruit, cream and ice-cream for dessert. Thanks again to all who helped with lunch. 

A great fellowship day at Blue Bush. 

 

September 14 - On a cloudy cool day only 7 members were able to a/end our mee
ng at the Port Julia Community Hall. 
 

Our small group proceeded with the mee
ng, listening to minutes and talking at length again on public liability insurance 

for the club, with some different ways to look into the ma/er. 
 

Members enjoyed morning tea, and a few comical snippets from Jane livened up the group. Lunch was hot pies, pas
es 

and sausage rolls, with Jeane/e's very tasty pavlova for dessert. 

Members enjoyed the DVD, which brought a few laughs, some sighs and a small tear or two. A very enjoyable day away 

from our usual mee
ng place, with some members enjoying a sightseeing trip around Port Julia before heading home. 

 

 

Note - We would love to welcome new members to our club which meets every second and fourth Monday of the 

month. Members meet at the Port Vincent Uni8ng Church Hall at 9.45am with lunch included in the day's ac8vi8es. 
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          RSL REPORT—SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

 

Hello everybody, we are now star
ng to warm up a li/le.  The rain is like us , slow coming in due to the cold, although we 

have  had a some good  rains. Weather aside, the Port Vincent Sub-Branch  had their September luncheon and it was   

combined with our VP (Victory in the Pacific) 75
th

 year commemora
on. Another part of the day was the pleasure we had 

in presen
ng Mr Victor Wheare with his commemora
on medal and Cer
ficate from the Federal Government, signed by 

the Prime Minister. We also presented to him on behalf of  SA Premier Marshall, his cer
ficate also on VP                   

Commemora
ons.  Both the cer
ficates and medal thanked Victor for his Service and Sacrifice on behalf of the na
on.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
Vic was joined for the presenta
on by his wife Norma and his daughter Meralyn Lovelock, her  daughter and family. His 

fellow RSL Members  (50 of them) were present for the lunch and the commemora
on of Vic’s service. The meal was    

lovely, and we thank all the volunteers for the efforts they put in to make the day a success. 

 

Another RSL  project is underway.  The garden near the Museum and tennis courts is being stripped and revamped. Instead 

of a lot of weeds and old 
red plants, the area will be revitalised.  So far, the removal is underway, and the footpath      

between the beds and the courts has been cleaned, and new dolomite will be laid and the weeds sprayed. 

 

All in all, life goes on, and we are now in the planning stage for Remembrance Day on November 11
th

 2020, which we hope 

will be held, Covid restric
ons allowing. 

 

Our Museum, located between the Tennis Courts and RSL & Memorial Bowling Clubrooms, is opened every Thursday and 

Saturday morning from 1000 to 1200, and other 
mes by ringing the numbers on the wall, or listed below. 

 

Anyone in town can join the RSL, current & ex- servicemen and women, family members and those that have an 

interest in, and believe in the RSL . For further informa
on, contact:- 

 

President Barry Tozer on 0400 534 305, or the Secretary Trevor Clerke on 0422 162 204 

 

 

 

LEST WE FORGET – WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

Mr Vic Wheare being presented with the Medal and Cer8ficate on 

Sunday 13
th

 September 2020. 
Vic and his daughter Meralyn Lovelock 
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A Year Like No Other! 
 

This year COVID 19 has given us an unprecedented year of social distancing, isola
on, sport stoppages, video conferencing 

and travel restric
ons, all the way through to toilet paper shortages.  

 

In my professional capacity as a Doctor of Chiroprac
c, the health industry has obviously experienced unique challenges. 

Mental health, altered physical ac
vity levels and the ergonomics of home based work environments have become     

pressing challenges for people. 

 

October 16 marks World Spine Day, and this year’s theme encourages communi
es to get their spinal health, and by      

extension, their en
re health and wellbeing ‘Back on Track’ a*er months of changed rou
nes. Spinal problems can lead to 

headaches, neck pain and lower back pains. These health issues can greatly impact one’s quality of life by making simple, 

everyday ac
vi
es difficult to complete. 

 

Chiroprac
c may offer a drug free alterna
ve to help prevent and alleviate pain, promo
ng a healthy and fulfilling lifestyle. 

As we have seen this year, drug free changes to our behaviour are a mainstay of promo
ng health and preven
ng disease.  

 

As we head to the last couple of months of 2020, let’s not be complacent. Con
nue to 

make good health decisions in all aspect of your health; exercise, diet, posture, mental 

wellbeing and sleep, to promote your wellbeing. Then we can enjoy 2020 and the best 

life has to offer.  
 

Yours in health, 

 

Dr Barry Steele, Chiropractor  

Port Vincent Natural Health Centre 

33 Marine Parade Port Vincent 

8853 7150 

 
ST NEOT’S COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE 

 

Watch this space ...... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lots of work has been completed, the side citrus garden has been paved, a new shed, lots of pavers 
being delivered and paving to be completed. We have had wonderful donations of pavers, and we 
thank the donors very much. Our volunteer team, namely Theo and Bob, have been doing a splendid 
job. Many thanks to Geoff for the transport of  pavers. 
 
Keep your eye on the site as great things will be happening. 

Sue  
On behalf of the Committee 
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ST NEOT’S COMMUNITY  
GARDEN COMMITTEE 

 

 

INVITES YOU TO A 
 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE  

From 10.30am  on 3.10.20 
 
 

SAUSAGE ON BREAD   $2.50 
 

2 SAUSAGES ON BREAD  $3.00 
 

2 SAUSAGES ON 2 BREAD $3.50 
 

DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE  $1.00 
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HAS ANYONE SEEN THIS EQUIPMENT ON THE WHARF? 

Have you wondered what it is doing there?   

Thank you to Greg Pearce from Hydrosurvey, and a former employee, 

our very own Perry Woodward, for their contribu�on to this ar�cle. 

There is an unmanned autonomous vessel working in St Vincent’s Gulf, echo 

sounding the Gulf and Inves
gator Strait over areas considered to not be     

sufficiently surveyed previously. The vessel is unmanned, but guided by a    

mother ship, allowing long periods of opera
on without any of the usual    

problems of crew fa
gue and other logis
cal problems. 

 

On the wharf at Port Vincent is a sonar 
de gauge, mounted in a Stainless Steel 

box, powered by a ba/ery connected to a solar panel. The sonar gauge records 


de heights every minute, and sends this data back to Flinders Ports by a 4G 

phone modem. There are similar 
de gauges working at Cape Jervis and Emu 

Bay on Kangaroo Island, and all this data goes into a Master 
de data gathering 

computer system called HydroTel, and gets sorted into loca
on files, along with 
me and date informa
on, and can be 

accessed by surveyors, when needed, to remove the effects of 
dal movement from the results of the echo sounding 

done by the autonomous vessel. A*er the echo sounded readings have any 
de heights removed, the resul
ng sea 

depths are what get published on the naviga
on charts used by seafarers, resul�ng in safe minimum depths of water, 

allowing vessels to float freely without danger of grounding. 
 

Perry’s role at Flinders Ports Hydrographic Survey sec
on involved being the coxswain, driving the survey vessels 

“Pathfinder”, which is an in water 10m Noosa Cat, and “Felix”, a trailered 5m Noosa Cat (photos below). Both echo 

sounded large areas of the sea floor using a Geoswath system. This system uses transducers which send out beams that 

echo sound every part of the seafloor, at widths of up to 12 
mes the depth of water, and results in a rapid and accurate 

coverage of the sea floor profile, giving the depths of the water. This informa
on is essen
al for safe naviga
on of       

vessels at sea, and in shipping channels, and also the berths they occupy in harbours around South Australia.                

Hydrographic also carried out work in Tasmania, Northern Territory, NSW and WA, sounding over harbors, reefs and   

reservoirs in those states. 

To be of any use, however, the depths recorded must be reduced to the lowest point of the local 
de height, also known 

as Lowest Astronomical Tide, or LAT, which is what appears on the charts that seafarers use for safe naviga
on. Perry 

was also involved with the gathering of 
dal data that was needed for this purpose.  The way that LAT is derived goes 

back many years, and was originally the result of simple observa
ons by local harbourmasters reading a 
de board many 


mes a day, and recording the observa
ons in a Tide Book, un
l mechanical recorders started doing this work. This     

involved a pencil linked mechanically to a float in the water that marked a sheet of graph paper or scroll  fixed on a slowly 

revolving drum driven by a clockwork mechanism. These 
de recorders were used for many years in various loca
ons 

around South Australia, and resulted in thousands of scrolls needing to be forwarded on to the Na
onal Tidal Facility in 

Adelaide for their analysis, and then to be safely stored for future reference. 

With the advent of digital technology, 
de recorders became smaller and more portable, as well as extremely accurate, 

and no longer needed to be in contact with the water as had the analogue types. Communica
on is now by phone       

modem, using NextG service, which sends the 
de height data every minute to a central computer system in Flinders 

Ports, called HydroTel, which places the height data into the correct loca
on with date and 
me informa
on.  
 

All this informa
on is regularly forwarded on electronically to the Na
onal Tidal facility in Adelaide, and results in          

increasingly accurate 
de predic
ons for all areas, not just in our state, but wherever there are 
de gauges around     

Australia, and out into the Pacific areas from which 
de charts and books are produced (con
nued Page 15). 
 

 
 

Le7:  Pathfinder 

 

 

 

Right:  Felix 
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Below is a press release from Fugro, the project manager for this project, who Hydrosurvey are contracted 

to for the 8de component.  There will be a major press release in the coming weeks, about the project, and 

in par8cular, the FAS 900 ASV.  Keep your eyes and ears peeled for this press release!  
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Open LeAer to the Community 
Hello families of the SYP, 

 

Thank you for taking part in our SYP Child Care Survey, and for your interest in suppor
ng the provision of child care in 

our region moving forward. 
 

As a group, we have been working hard to analyse the results of the survey, and present them in a way that inspires     

conversa
on about how we may begin to address the issue. The results speak for themselves - there is a significant lack of 

care for families of the SYP, and this causes a great deal of frustra
on and angst for families. 
 

We have sent the a/ached infographic and report to all SYP schools, kindergartens, council, Family Day Care, MP Fraser 

Ellis and MP Rowan Ramsey. We are approaching private providers of child care who have centres in regional and remote 

areas to see if there is interest in se_ng up a day care centre. The Country Times will be repor
ng the results of the     

survey to raise the awareness around the issue of a lack of available child care. 
 

So... where to now? Keep the conversa
on going! There will be no 'quick fix' for this issue. We, as a region, need to work 

together and think crea
vely about how we can begin to address the needs of local families.  
 

We will keep you updated each step of the way, thank you for your support, 
 

SYP Child Care Feasibility Group 

 

Nadia Slade, Ka
e Hughes, Amy Honner and Anna Phasey. 
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Unique at Vincent 
 

1B Ramsay St Port Vincent  0409 670 947 
 

Art and Craft (local artists) including cheeseboards 

Bric a Brac 

Aussie Soles footwear 

and much more 
 

 

 

 

 

October Long Weekend inflatable water toys 
All $2 each 

 
Personalised gifts including coasters, trays and dog name tags. 

 

OPEN Thursday – Sunday  10am – 3pm (and Public Holidays) 

 

FISHING REPORT— Wayne Crouch 
 

Well, it is that 8me of the year when we can all look forward to beAer fishing! 

 

Blue crabs are star
ng to appear both for boars and raking.  They are not yet in large numbers, but with pa
ence 

a feed can be caught.  But, watch  the size, as quite a few are under.  Please put all undersize crabs straight back 

into the water. 

 

There are s
ll tommies from the je/y at night, along with squid.  There have also been salmon in the mix! 

 

Gar should be star
ng to appear.  As the old fishermen used to say “when the crabs start, so do the gar”.  We 

just need some nice warm weather to bring them on. 

 

Yellow fin whi
ng are also star
ng.  They are not yet in large numbers, but a feed is possible with the right bait.  I 

suggest clickers or blood worms as both work well. 

 

King George whi
ng seem to be patchy, but the weather has kept a lot of    

people unable to get out in their boats. 

 

The 
des look very good for the long weekend in October, so hopefully we will 

see plenty of visitors to our great li/le town, and they spend up big! 

 

Tight lines! 

 

Wayne Crouch 
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                 Welcome to U3AYP news 
 

 

COVID Update – “We are all in this together” The Covid health challenge has certainly affected all our lives 

and reduced the opportunity to socialise, which is one of the par
cularly important objec
ves of U3AYP. As 

many of our members are in the most vulnerable category, we understand that some may take your 
me to 

return to courses. U3AYP Management con
nues to work on guidelines to make the return to courses safe 

for members. It is important to remember that returning to a course is when a member feels ready, not when 

a course recommences. 

 

The Management Commi/ee met in June and July, and will meet again on the 21
st

 of September. These 

mee
ngs have included discussions to recommence courses. As U3AYP courses are considered public           

ac
vi
es, we must abide by Government direc
ons and safety measures and responsibili
es, as requested by 

the operators of the venues being used. Then U3AYP itself is required to look at further measures to have 

safe prac
ces in place. 

 

It is pleasing so many members have renewed or joined for the first 
me for the 2020/2021 financial year. 

When members are sent invita
ons for a course, they will also receive Safe Prac
ce Guidelines. A/endees on 

the day will be required to submit a Health declara
on form, signed on that day, covering tracing details,  

travel and acknowledgment of not currently experiencing symptoms of fever, coughing, fa
gue, shortness of 

breath, sore throat or loss of taste (Anyone seeking further clarifica�on may contact Heather Simpson,      

President on 0428823700 or Helen Tucker, Course Coordinator on 0429370002). 

 

Forward planning by U3AYP has enabled the commencement of several courses. These include Exercise with 

Tai Chi Movements, and Balance and Bones. 

The Course Leader now has a lot more responsibility to ensure all Safe Prac
ce Guidelines are adhered to, 

and this will need to be supported by members a/ending the courses. 

It must be acknowledged that to get to where we are now, has required a lot of support from many people, 

and U3AYP can only be taking these steps forward because of that extra support.  

We are looking forward to the next term as many courses recommence. Members will be no
fied as this     

happens. 

 

AGM  

 
The U3AYP Annual General Mee
ng date is set for Monday, November 9

th
 at 10 am. This year the mee
ng will 

be held at Barley Stacks Wines. Coffee/tea will be served on arrival. Lunch will be available a*er the mee
ng 

for $30 per person. For booking purposes, please enquire with any of the people named below.  

Everybody is welcome. 

Wishing everyone happy and healthy days ahead! 

Further informa
on about U3AYP is always available by phoning any of the following 

members.  

Jean 0429357249; Irene 0429805901; Joyce 0427792271; Sue 0429670738  

or Helen 88322381 

 

U3AYP WEBSITE: u3ayp@wordpress.com  
Sue Mulraney, U3AYP Publicity Officer 
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Port Vincent Uniting Church, Main Street 
Affiliated with Generate Presbytery 

 

    
 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES – OCTOBER 2020 
Every Sunday at 10.00am. 
ALL WELCOME 
 
 
 
BIBLE STUDY 
 
 In Recess 
 
 
 
THE DROP-IN CENTRE & CRAFT GROUP  
 

Welcome all to call in on Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10 am - 12 noon for a cuppa, 
a chat and a browse.  There are lots of 
bargains and a variety of goods, and at a 
very good price. 
 
 

 
ADULT FELLOWSHIP 

 
The next meeting was planned for the 28th 
October, but due to the restrictions with 
COVID-19, the original  meeting has been 
cancelled, and other arrangements have 
been changed to a “games day”. 
 

 
 

SALLY STAMP  
 

Help raise money for World Mission by  
collecting stamps.  They can be delivered 
to the Drop-in Centre on Wednesdays and 
Fridays between 10am and 12 noon.  
Thank you. 
 

 

 
 
 

GOD FORGIVES 
 

We are all God’s children, 
and He loves us – every one, 

and  completely forgives 
all that we have done. 

 
 

Train a child in the way 
 he should go, 
and when he is old enough 
 he will not turn from it. 

Proverbs 22 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for the Persecuted Christians 
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NARUNGGA ELECTORATE UPDATE 
 

It’s been another busy month in the region and in Parliament House, a highlight being the passage of the           

Single-Use and Other Plas
c Products (Waste Avoidance) Bill, making SA the first state in the country (effec
ve 

early 2021) to ban single-use plas
cs such as straws, cutlery and beverage s
rrers. Polystyrene cups and           

clam-shell  containers and plas
c bowls and plates will follow, with an extensive community educa
on program to 

be rolled out to help with this transi
on. 
 

Other events include the unveiling of the SA Grain Industry Blueprint, the boost of $3.45m to the On-Farm     

Emergency Water Infrastructure rebate scheme, and the injec
on of $97.5 million into the State’s Emergency  

Services sector and the Department for Environment and Water to improve bushfire protec
on. The independent 

review undertaken a*er the Kangaroo Island, Adelaide Hills, Yorke and Eyre Peninsula and South East fires last 

summer highlighted the need for extra staff and equipment for volunteers, be/er protec
on for cri
cal assets, 

enhanced communica
ons and technology, and improved mental health support for the Emergency services    

sector, and this funding will deliver that. Of note is the emphasis that this addi
onal money will allow for more 

preventa
ve hazard reduc
on, with the aim of increasing the state’s prescribed burns program by 50 percent.  
 

Tourism 

The $20 million Tourism Industry Development Fund program offering grants between $20,000 and $500,000 has 

been welcomed by operators, as well as the $4 million travel voucher scheme.  

The la/er opens on 15 October and is strictly for South Australians to en
ce them to stay overnight in the city or 

in the regions at par
cipa
ng accommoda
on providers. Travel must be from 15 October to 11 December and 

condi
ons apply. You can access a voucher ($100 for city hotel stays and $50 for suburban/regional                     

accommoda
on) by visi
ng the website southaustralia.com, registra
on opening 9 am Thursday 15 October and 

closing 11.59 pm on 31 October.  
 

New theatre suite at Yorketown soon opera8onal 

In health news, I was pleased to visit the Yorketown Hospital on 18 September, mee
ng with the Friends of 

Yorketown Hospital group and touring the near-complete $700,000 upgrade of the theatre suite. Handover is   

expected in early November, and then colonoscopy procedures can recommence. I am also aware the Accident 

and Emergency Sec
on of this hospital is in dire need of an upgrade, and I am already ac
vely advoca
ng for this 

addi
onal investment.  
 

Seaweed 

Recently announced plans for commercial-scale seaweed cul
va
on and processing for SA is also exci
ng, offering 

a poten
al new industry and income stream for our region. I welcome the proac
ve work by the Department of  

Primary Industries and Regions in proposing amendments to exis
ng legisla
on to allow algae farming in            

aquaculture zones in Hardwicke Bay, so that the Yorke Peninsula can realise its full poten
al in this space.  Some 

weeks ago I met with researchers and trial proponents. It has been projected that a seaweed livestock fodder   

industry could be worth in the vicinity of $140 million per annum to the State within three years, and poten
ally 

create 1,200 jobs, so I am keen to do all I can to support the innova
ve entrepreneurs commi/ed to making this 

happen. 

 

For advice on State maAers, contact the Maitland Electorate office – phone 8832 2455 or  

email narungga@parliament.sa.gov.au  
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All copies of A Focal Point are now available on the 

Port Vincent Progress web-site at: 

www.portvincent.org.au 
 

You can also  go to the site and subscribe for the   

A Focal Point newsleAer 

 

An email will then be sent to you each month. 

 

Or 
 

Contact the editor—Sue Hall   

 

afocalpoint2@gmail.com  

0413 057 992 

 

 

PORT VINCENT 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Established in 1981 

 

* New Homes 

* RAINWATER TANKS Supply & Install 

* Heat Pump & Solar Hot Water Installations  

* General Plumbing 

* Maintenance & Repairs 

*  Bathroom & Laundry & Kitchen Renovations 

* Septic Tank Installations 

* Hot Water Service  

* Installations & Repairs 

* Electric Drain Cleaning 

*  Septic Tank Cleaning 

* Cold Water Services 

* Pumps & Water Softeners 

 

   0417 861 830 

Licence Nos:  

EPA  14457 

PGE  150827 

An extract from Steve Cornwall’s CFS –Port Vincent Progress AGM report 
 

Our local Fire season starts on the 1st of November. However, in 2019, ac
vi
es started early when brigades were called to go to 

support the fires in NSW. We then had the Yorketown, Edithburgh fire that took 12 days to be put out.  This of course saw the       

evacua
on of Edithburgh. Steve thanked the SAPOL offices that managed to evacuate the town at 2am.  Thanks to the community of 

Stansbury for opening up their bowls club as a  safe refuge.  

Crews were then s
ll involved with the NSW and Kangaroo Island Fires. Steve reported that it  was one of the worst fire seasons he 

has seen, and the Bureau of Meteorology is predic
ng a similar season for the 20/21 season.   

People have asked if the CFS has received direct dona
ons from Red Cross etc. The answer is no, but Red Cross assists in other areas.  
 

If you would like  to make a dona8on to your local service, you need to give dona8ons directly to your local service.  

At the moment, the Local CFS is full for membership which is great news. 
 

Ongoing Support by Red Cross and Associa8on Agencies 
 

During emergencies, and in their wake, there  are always several agencies/organisa
ons who work together to ensure that those 

affected are supported, not only during the emergency, but  during the recovery stage, and ongoing.  Last month we featured an    

ar
cle acknowledging the CFS and Blaze Aid—in fact, all the volunteers and the amazing work they did for the community during the 

first few months a*er the fires. The bushfire areas on the Yorke Peninsula are now in the “recovery” stage.  It is therefore fi_ng, at 

this 
me, to acknowledge the ongoing commitment by other agencies, such as Red Cross.  Red Cross use the funds donated to      

support  those impacted.  One point that is o*en not acknowledged is the work the agencies conduct between themselves i.e. if  Red 

Cross can’t assist a bushfire impacted family, then they reach out to PIRSA, Business SA and the Salva
on Army.  Together the        

outreach is huge, and each agency has their own focus, funding and strengths. Red Cross is currently suppor
ng the CFS by             

suppor
ng each Bushfire Ready YP Workshop, suppor
ng events for fundraising, specifically for upgrades to the Edithburgh sta
on, 

ini
a
ng an event for women prior to the Fiery Women Workshops.  An offer has also been made to all YP CFS Volunteers for        

Psychological First Aid (PFA) at no cost . PFA is also available to any members of Progress or any volunteer agencies - at no cost in 

bushfire impacted regions.  Anyone who requires this assistance is urged to contact the Progress Associa8on.  Further informa
on 

is provided on the Red Cross web-site on h/ps://www.redcross.org.au/bushfirefunds or on their Facebook page. 
 

It should be noted that Red Cross has stated that Bushfire donated funds have been 'isolated' and are not being disbursed for other non 

bushfire related ac�vi�es undertaken by Red Cross, including: migrant support / Covid support or interna�onal humanitarian aid. 
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  PORT VINCENT BOWLING CLUB—OCTOBER 2020 
 

       

Wow, the response to our Friday Night meals by Donna and Les has been fantas
c, and why wouldn’t it be?  We all know 

they serve great food!  BUT, the a/endance from our community has been amazing. Friday night, September 18th, the club 

had about 70 people seated for food and drinks. The club was bouncing with people at their tables, lots of laughing and 

conversa
on, and everyone was up for some fun a*er our Covid restric
ons over the last six months. Although there are 

s
ll restric
ons in place, they are a li/le more relaxed, and we are able to have 100 people seated. So if you haven’t       

ventured out yet, come and join everyone on Friday nights for a meal and drinks. You can order takeaways in person if you 

choose. There are no reserva
ons, so turn up and join any table for a relaxed night.  The club and bar opens at 4.00 pm 

with meals star
ng at 5.00 pm un
l 7.30 pm. Bar closing is at the discre
on of the bar staff, and within the laws of our   

liquor licence.  
 

As the months progress, and the weather warms up a li/le, the club’s annual program is star
ng to take shape. The Ladies’ 

Thursday pennant teams have been chosen, and Division 1’s  first game will be played at home. Division 2 have a bye.  
 

I would like to bring to the town’s a/en
on that two of our Lady players, Merrilyn Lovelock and Lyn White, entered the 

State Pairs which was played at Toorak Burnside September 19th. Merrilyn and Lyn won their first game, but unfortunately 

came unstuck in their second game, against two top state players. They were both very happy with their performance, as 

this puts them into the TOP EIGHT  pairs players in the state. There were many hours of prac
ce put in by Lyn and Merrilyn, 

and on behalf of the club, I would like to say we are all so proud of you ladies.  Congratula�ons on your efforts.  
 

The selectors are s
ll trialling on Saturdays to help pick the open teams. The first open pennant game will be Saturday  

10th of October, and all three teams will play at home. It will be a huge day with bar facili
es open. We would love to have 

some locals and visitors cheering our players on to a win in all three divisions!  Maybe ambi
ous, but the club is going big 

this year, so stay tuned and don't miss out. We have two more weeks of winter bowls le*, so be quick, last dates are 

Wednesday 23rd and 30th of September. 
 

The club now has its new solar panels in place, and hopefully this will help keep our electricity expenses to a minimum. 

Something else that keeps our club expenses to a minimum is our local volunteers and business owners who donate their 


me and equipment. A big thank you goes out to Kym, Janine, Dylan and all the Humphreys/Parsons family (local piggery 

owners and regular visitors to our club). Thank you also to John and Nola Bu[ield (I am sure John needs no introduc
on), 

and Dave and Donna Faulkner, who also are regular visitors to our club. Thanks to all you wonderful people, we really    

appreciate your help. Thankyou also to our club members who put so much 
me and effort into the upkeep and running of 

the club. 
 

Apart from the opening of the season, the club is looking forward to some exci
ng changes over the months to come. An 

addi
on of our own website (not Facebook as we already have that) will hopefully be up and running for everyone to use 

by the end of September. The website will be jam-packed with informa
on about func
ons, fun days, pennant teams          

progress, team selec
ons, membership, and the everyday running and ongoings of the club. We will keep you updated on 

the website progress, or you can check it out at www.portvincentmemorial.bowls.com.au 

That’s all from Kim, on behalf of the Port Vincent Memorial Bowling Club. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Le7:  Brian TuAle enjoying his meal 

 

 

Below:  Donna and Les hard at work 

 

 
Below:  Lots of fun on the Humphreys’ table 
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39 Main Street 

PORT VINCENT  SA   

88537273 

 

The impact of Covid-19 on veterinary students 
 

In order to become a veterinarian, prospec
ve vets endure 6 years of intensive studies, that includes, on average, 40-50 

hours of theory and prac
cal learning per week during the university semesters, and months of compulsory workplace 

experience during semester breaks.  This may include working on farms, in vet clinics, zoos, pathology laboratories and 

aba/oirs, among other establishments. It is a gruelling 
metable, that requires immense commitment and dedica
on 

amongst students, many of whom live outside the family home in order to complete their studies, and also need to work 

to financially support themselves. The mental health stressors to veterinary students are well-documented as one of the 

most challenging university courses undertaken.  
   

2020 has been a tumultuous year for nearly everyone due to the impact of Covid-19, and veterinary students are no    

excep
on. At our Vet 2 You clinic in Port Vincent, we have had the pleasure of hos
ng Yorke Peninsula local Shontay    

Illman for her workplace experience, as she con
nues her veterinary degree. Originally from Brentwood, Shontay a/ends 

the Roseworthy Campus of Adelaide University, and travels back to the Yorke Peninsula frequently. Shontay is currently in 

her 5
th

 year of studies, and will be entering her 6
th

 and final year in 2021. Shontay was kind enough to share the various 

challenges and difficul
es that have come with comple
ng a veterinary degree due to Covid-19. 
 

As a 5
th

 year student, typically students have contact with teachers for lectures approximately 50% of the 
me. This       

theory is then applied in prac
cal sessions for the other 50% of hours, whereby students develop their skills to be used in 

the workplace. From March un
l July, all in-person contact hours were suspended indefinitely. Theore
cal learning was 

moved online, and areas of knowledge that were deemed less necessary were omi/ed altogether. Online learning came 

with challenges as students were required to learn in isola
on, without support from teachers or peers. Frequently staff 

and students encountered technical problems such as poor internet or interrup
ons to service, which would result in   

cancelled lectures. Unfortunately, prac
cal sessions were also cancelled, including performing surgeries. These were to 

be completed at an unknown 
me in the future, o*en months a*er the theore
cal knowledge was taught. As the final 

year is completely prac
cal-based, the majority of these studies were postponed un
l later in the year, resul
ng in many 

students not being able to graduate at the expected 
me, which may affect their employment prospects. 
 

Many students also struggled personally and financially. With the cancella
on of in-person learning, many students were 

encouraged to return home. Obviously they needed to con
nue paying rent for their university accommoda
on. As  

Shontay lived at the university campus, she received a small discount on her fees, however, those students in private  

rentals received no assistance. Furthermore, as many students hold casual or part-
me employment in retail and         

hospitality to support their studies, these posi
ons were o*en first at risk regarding ongoing employment. Socially, as a 

stressful and demanding degree many students rely on support from their peers to balance mental health concerns,  

however they were now required to manage these concerns in isola
on. 
 

The Roseworthy campus has since resumed prac
cal teachings, however, all lectures con
nue to be online. Social           

distancing is o*en very difficult to achieve when handling animals, therefore students must wear face masks, gloves and 

surgical gowns for all interac
ons. Missed prac
cal teachings have been moved into holiday periods, which then disrupts 

students’ abili
es to complete their compulsory workplace experience, or work to support their studies. Many vet clinics 

and related industries con
nue to disallow students to complete placement at their businesses, therefore students find it 

difficult to complete these requirements and obtain the prac
cal experience necessary to be confident and competent, 

before seeking employment. Interstate students con
nue to experience difficul
es travelling home to visit loved ones, 

therefore facing increased levels of isola
on.  

Other universi
es around Australia con
nue to u
lise 100% remote learning. Covid-19 has certainly added to the         

difficul
es experienced by our next genera
on of vets, as well as the wider community, and we hope, as does everyone, 

that 2021 brings more stability. 

 

Vet 2 You 

Port Vincent 

Ph. (08) 8853 7273 
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 

 

MONDAY :     Blue Bush Club - Uniting Church Hall 
                         2nd & 4th Monday of each month 9.45am,   
   Lunch provided - all Welcome 

RSL Meeting  -  in RSL room at the  
   Memorial Bowling Club  
   2pm on 4th Monday of each month. 
         

TUESDAY :  Tidy Towns working bees 8:30am - 12noon 
   Ladies’ Golf (Winter) 
    Senior Citizens each week 1:30pm 
   BBQ lunch 1st Tuesday of the month    
   12:30pm  February-December 
   Doctor in Senior Citizens Hall 10am— 4.30pm  
   each week 
   U3AYP Members - Mahjong classes - Institute  
   Hall 10am - 12:30pm 
                                                      

WEDNESDAY: Men’s Golf (Winter) 
   Men’s Bowls (Summer) 
   Port Vincent Uniting Church (affiliated with         
   Generate Presbytery)   
   Drop-in Centre10am - 12noon 
   Port Vincent Uniting Church- 
   Adult Fellowship 4th Wed of month in Church Hall  
   2:00 pm (except January) 
                

THURSDAY :  Progress Assn meeting at 7.30pm on 1st   
   Thursday of the month - Institute Supper Room 
   Ladies’ Bowls (Summer) 
                          Meals on Wheels  delivery 
   Coast Guard Flotilla Meetings 3rd Thursday 
   CWA 2nd in month1:30pm in Snr Citizens Hall   
   

FRIDAY :   Port Vincent Uniting Church (affiliated with         
   Generate Presbytery)          
   Drop-in Centre 10am - 12noon 
   Library 9.30 - 11.30am in Institute  
   Podiatrist in Dr’s rooms, Senior Cits hall 
   1st Friday of the month 
   Walking Group meets 2:30 pm at the Wharf 
 

SATURDAY :    Men’s Golf (Winter) 
                            Open Gender Bowls (Summer)  
   Coast Guard Training 1st Sat of the month 9am 
   St Neot’s Trash’n’Treasure  9:30am - 12:30am 
 

SUNDAY :       Port Vincent Uniting Church (affiliated with         
   Generate Presbytery) - 10:00am 
                            St Neot’s Church - see church door for times 
   Beachside Christian Church - 10am - Tuckerway 
                            Sailing (Summer) 2pm - 5.30pm 

 
If the time, day or venue for your meetings has changed, or if your 
club etc has ceased to meet, this page will need to be updated.  
 

Please advise the Editor:- 

   
Email: afocalpoint2@gmail.com or  Phone:  0413 057 992 

 
YORKE PENINSULA 

PASSENGER SERVICE 
 

Please check the online timetable prior 
to travelling 

 
https://ypcoaches.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/

ee200331YPPS-Temporary-Timetable-Convid19-1.pdf  

 

  Bus departs from and arrives  
at the Cnr Main Street  

and Marine Parade Port Vincent  
 

Tickets available from driver 
  

Phone  8853 7060 

 

PORT VINCENT JUSTICES 
OF THE PEACE 

 
Ms K Hill             8853 7020 
Mr T Clerke         8853 7191 
Ms W McDonald   0428 537 078 
Mr R Searle  0428 534 251 

  

 
 
 

Your Advertisement  or  
Personal Notice in  
A FOCAL POINT  

 
 

assists towards the cost of  
supplying this local paper 

 
 Full Page     $35.00   

 Half Page   $20.00 

 Quarter Page   $15.00 

 Small Notice  $ 7.50 

 

Your advert or personal notice will 
reach local people, visitors to our 

town, and also the many who have 
the A Focal Point emailed to them 

each month.   
 

Email:  afocalpoint2@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


